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RESUME. - Nouveau signalement de lophotes , Lophotus lacepede 
(Lophotidae), en mer Adriatique. 

Un specimen de lophotes, Lophotus lacepede Giorna, 1809 (cf 
mature), de 167 cm de longueur totale et pesant 10,1 kg, a ete cap¬ 
ture en mer Adriatique orientale (ile Brusnjak) le 20 janvier 2006. 
Ce signalement est le plus septentrional connu pour cette espece en 
Mediterranee. 
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Lophotidae (Crestfishes) is a family comprising a single spe¬ 
cies of ribbon-like fish reaching to at least 200 cm in total length 
(Palmer, 1986). Lophotus lacepede Giorna, 1809, inhabits the Med¬ 
iterranean and also occurs off Portugal. Madeira, Canary Islands, 
South Africa, and Australia (Jardas, 1996). Palmer (1986) noted 
presence of crested oarfish from Florida to Brazil, and in waters of 
southern California. Recently, Letourneur et al. (2004) reported its 
occurrence in the western Indian Ocean (La Reunion). It is appar¬ 
ently rare in the Adriatic Sea (Jardas, 1996). 

On 20 th January 2006 a 167 cm total length crested oarfish was 
caught in a gill net at the east-central Adriatic islet Brusnjak 
(44°24’00'’N-14°58’36”) (Fig. 1, location 3) near Pag Island. This 
capture represents the northernmost record for the species in the 



Figure 1. - Records of Lophotus lacepede in the Adriatic Sea following: 1. 
Kolombatovic (1890), 2. Morovic (1950), and 3. Present study. [Captures 
de Lophotus lacepede en mer Adriatique d’apres : 1. Kolombatovic (1890), 
2. Morovic (1950) et3.Presente etude.] 



Figure 2. - Specimen of Lophotus lacepede (TL = 167 cm) (m) caught at the 
Islet Brusnjak (near Pag Island, eastern Adriatic) (44°24’00”N-14°58’36”). 
[Specimen de Lophotus lacepede (TL = 167 cm) (m), capture en mer Adria¬ 
tique orientale (ile Brusnjak).] 
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Mediterraean area. This mature male fish weighed 10.1 kg and was 
still releasing sperm when it was obtained from the fisherman 
(Fig. 2). The crestfish is deposited in the collection of the Institute 
of Oceanography and Fisheries in Split [IOR-292/1], 

The body is elongated, strongly compressed laterally and tapers 
to the caudal fin. The anus is located near the posterior end of the 
body. Body is covered with tiny cycloid scales. The anterior fin rays 
of the dorsal fin extend forward onto the elevated occipital crest of 
the head, with the dorsal-fin origin above the mouth. Mouth small 
and weakly protrusible; teeth minute, conical and somewhat 
recurved, in a single row on both jaws. Head and body silvery in 
colour and with silvery spots. Dorsal fin bearing 252 fin rays, the 
anterior 2 or 3 rays greatly elongated. Anal fin short, with 20 fin 
rays, located just in front of caudal fin. Pectoral fins with 15 fin 
rays, extending horizontally. Anterior dorsal-fin greatly elongated. 
Pelvic fins absent. Caudal fin short, pointed, and asymmetrical, 
with 18 rays. Body measurements are as follows: total length 167 
cm, standard length 159 cm, pre-anal length 150 cm, pre-dorsal 
length 34 mm, pre-pectoral length 226 mm, body depth 244 mm, 
head length 234 mm, eye diameter 57 mm, pre-orbital length 69 
mm, ink sac length 99 mm. All measurements are in agreement 
with data by Ragonese etal. (1997) and Bussotti etal. (1999). 

L. lacepede is a poorly known and rare mesopelagic fish of the 
Mediterranean (Palmer, 1986). However, in last 10 years at least 
four records were confirmed for the Mediterranean: Ischia Island 
(Gulf of Naples, Tyrrhenian Sea) (Bussotti et ai., 1999), southeast 
coast of Sicily (Ragonese et ai., 1997), off southern Italy (Tripepi et 
al., 2004) and Gokova Bay (southern Aegean Sea) (Bilecenoglu et 
al., 2001). Botteri (in Brusina, 1892) was the first who put this spe¬ 
cies on the list of Adriatic fish species dating from 1854, but with¬ 
out any data on the date and location of capture and any measure¬ 
ments (Brusina, 1892). Kolombatovic (1890) reported a 115 cm 
specimen caught on 7 June 1890 near Trpanj, peninsula Peljesac 
(southern Adriatic) (Fig. 2 location 1). The last record was of a 100 
cm fish from near Trogir (middle Adriatic) (Fig. 2 location 2) on 13 
February 1926 (Morovic, 1950). 

REFERENCES 

BILECENOGLU M„ KAYA M. & E. IRMAK, 2001. - A new 
mesopelagic fish for Turkish seas, Lophotus lacepede Gioma, 
1809 (Pisces: Lophotidae). E.U. Su Urunleri Dergisi/E.U. J. 
Fish.Aquat. Sci., 3/4: 537-539. 


BRUSINA S., 1892. - Due elenchi dei pesci della Dalmazia di M. 
Botteri coll’ aggiunte di Heckel, Bellotti, Stalio ecc. e con intro- 
duzione di S. Brusina. Glas. Hrvat. Naravosl. Drus., 6: 
109-151. 

BUSSOTTI S„ GUIDETTI P. & A. TERLIZZI, 1999. - Stranding 
of Lophotes lacepede (Giorna, 1809) and a young specimen of 
Trachypterus trachypterus (Gmelin, 1789) at Ischia Island 
(Gulf of Naples, western Mediterranean). Doriana, 322: 1-5. 

JARDAS I., 1996. - Adriatic Ichthyofauna. 664 p. Zagreb: Skolska 
knjiga. [in Croatian]. 

KOLOMBATOVIC J., 1890. - Notizie ittiologiche. Glas. Hrvat. 
Naravosl. Drus. ,5: 167-168. 

LETOURNEUR Y„ CHABANET P„ DURVILLE P„ TAQUET M„ 
TEISSIER E„ PARMENTIER M„ QUERO J.-C. & K. POTH- 
IN, 2004. - An updated checklist of the marine fish fauna of 
Reunion Island, south-western Indian Ocean. Cybium, 
28(3):199-216. 

MOROVIC D., 1950. - The contribution to the Adriatic fisheries. 
Poseb. Izd. Inst. Oceanogr. Ribar., Split, 1: 106-107 [in Croa¬ 
tian] . 

PALMER G., 1986. - Lophotidae. In: Fishes of the North-Eastern 
Atlantic and the Mediterranean, Vol. 2 (Whitehead P.J.P., Bau- 
chot M.-L., Hureau J.-C.. Nielsen J. & E. Tortonese, eds), pp. 
734-735. Paris: Unesco. 

RAGONESE S„ JEREB P. & U. MORARA, 1997. - Su di un esem- 
plare di pesce liocorno Lophotus lacepedei (Lampridiformes- 
Lophotidae) spiaggiato a Mazzara del Vallo (Sicilia Sud Occi- 
dentale). Biol. Mar. Medit., 4: 551-553. 

TRIPEPI S„ FERA D. & E. SPERONE, 2004. - New finding of 
crested oarfish Lophotus lacepede Giorna, 1809 (Lampridi- 
formes, Lophotidae) in Southern Italy. J. IchthyolJVopr. Ikhti- 
ol., 44(2): 212-215. 


Regu le 11 mai 2006. 

Accepte pour publication le 13 novembre 2006. 


94 


Cybium 2008, 32(1 ) 


